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Robert Broughton
1935-1977
Patrick J. Basial*
The Law School and University opened this academic year with
a sense of great loss. That loss is the absence of Professor Robert
Broughton, who was killed last July while climbing Mt. Nanga
Parbat in the Pakistani Himalayas.
Robert Broughton died a young man, in the prime of his life-at
the threshold of contributions to the community, to legal education,
and to the legal profession even greater, perhaps, than those he had
already made. For his interests were many, his talents many. He
was many things. He was a gifted teacher, and a scholar. He was a
traveler and adventurer. He had shot rapids, explored caves; he
knew the wilderness. Few indeed have lived life to the fullest-
among those few was Bob Broughton. Perhaps the life philosophy
of Robert Broughton could best be found in James Ramsey Ull-
man's work, The Mountain Way is a Way of Life:
A mountain is there; climb it. An ocean is there; cross
it. A disease is there; cure it. A wrong is there; right it.
The challenge is there. Meet it.
People go to the mountain because they need the mountain,
because they find behind the ranges things that are
hidden from them in the life of the plains.
An apt quote, for Bob was, above all, an explorer. Whether in the
rarified air of academia or of a mountain, his mission, it seemed,
was to search out the "hidden things," their essences, their truths.
Robert Broughton's legacy exists in his students, not just students
of the Duquesne Law School, but also students from the elementary
and high schools of his community to whom he regularly gave of his
time, his talents, and his enthusiasm for life. Typical of the feelings
of respect and friendship held for Bob by his students are those
contained in messages to his wife from two students shortly after
they had heard of his tragic accident:
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"He may be gone physically-but in the memories of those who
knew him-he is alive. Thank you for sharing him."
"He became our friend as well as our teacher. He helped us to
overcome our fears. He was a man whose presence made a
significant contribution to the betterment of the lives of others.
His death is not only a great loss to those of us who knew him
but even more so to those who will follow us and be denied that
opportunity."
Students have said that Professor Broughton had the capacity of
taking a difficult and complex subject and making it understanda-
ble. What greater tribute to a teacher?
We shall miss Bob. We shall miss his courage, his zest for living,
his oneness with nature. We shall miss seeing him on winter morn-
ings coming up the elevator, his glasses steamed, a red canvas pack
on his back. He brought with him the bluster of the winter day-a
touch of the outdoors, it seemed, followed him everywhere.
Duquesne University School of Law pays final high tribute to
Robert Broughton- dedicated teacher, respected colleague, and
warm friend. We shall not see his like again.
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